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Contrastive Analysis of Dynamic Spatial Constructions
in Mandarin and Taiwan Sign Language

Jung-Hsing Chang
Graduate Institute of Linguistics, National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

This paper discusses dynamic spatial constructions in Mandarin and Taiwan
Sign Language. It has been noted that dynamic spatial constructions in Mandarin
(also known as directional verb constructions) are usually expressed by using
directional verbs such aslai ‘come’, qu ‘go’, shang ‘ascend / up’, xia ‘descend /
down’, jin ‘enter / into’, chu ‘exit / out’, and guo ‘pass / through’, whereas in
Taiwan Sign Language the same constructions are expressed by simultaneous
constructions, in which the Figure component and the Ground component are
represented simultaneously to express their spatial relation. Following Talmy’s
(1985, 2000) analysis that a motion event can be decomposed into five major
semantic components: Figure, Ground, Path, Motion, and Manner, this paper il-
lustrates the different linguistic properties between dynamic spatial constructions
in Mandarin and Taiwan Sign Language, hoping that Mandarin language teachers
can get the benefit from this study and improve their teaching Mandarin reading
and writing to deaf students.

Key words: Taiwan Sign Language, directional verb constructions, Spatial Con-
structions, Role and Reference Grammar



