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The Influence of Chinese on the Formation of Place Names
in Taiwan Sign Language

Jung-hsing Chang and Xiu-ling Ke

Institute of Linguistics
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract: This paper discusses the formation of place-name signsin Taiwan Sign
Language (TSL). It has been found that a great number of TSL place names are
borrowed from Chinese and are based on different sources. The place names in
TSL may be based (a) on exact loan trandations of the Chinese place names, (b)
on partial loan trandations of the Chinese place names, (c) on the exact shape of
the Chinese written word, (d) on the shape of partial Chinese written word, and (€)
on the mixture of the loan trandation and the written word. The different
sign-formation processes discussed in this research have shown how Chinese are
blended into TSL, at the same time providing an account for some of the
important ways that TSL adds to its lexicon.

Key words: Taiwan Sign Language, place-name signs, loan trandation, Chinese,
Chinese characters, language contact
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